Housing

Cages: Hedgehogs require ample floor space to run around as well as ventilation. Plastic storage tubs are my top recommendation, try to find one with 4 cubic feet of floor space. Attaching multiple storage tubs via 4" pvc pipe can also be done to expand the room. If using a tote, you will need ventilation, holes can be easily drilled into the sides (just make them small enough that hedgies can't escape, less than 1" in diameter) or if your tote is high enough and you don't have any climbable "furniture", then the lid can be kept off. Any metal cage can be used if modified correctly. Hedgehogs suck at climbing, but that doesn't stop them from trying! C&C cages, Ferret/Critter Nation cages, Midwest Guinea Pig Habitat, all can be used with DIY coroplast up the sides. There are many tutorials and Youtube video out there to show you how this can be done.

          Tip: Multi-levels: As mentioned, hedgehogs suck at climbing, DO NOT use cages with multi-levels, if you need more floor space, get a bigger cage. People try to make ramps safe by adding sides or using flex tubes, usually the inclines are too steep because the cage is too small. Even if you could make it perfect, think about the long term, is your geriatric hedgehog going to be able to still climb the ramp or will you just have to buy another cage in 5 years anyway?

          Tip: Heating: Open top totes and metal cages can loose heat and make it so your heat source never turns off. Blocking the sides and tops with coroplast, cardboard, or even a cage cover can help keep heat in the cage. Make sure that nothing is ever touching your heat source.

          Tip: Escapees: If your hedgehog manages to escape its cage or enclosure, don't panic! Start by looking close by and move out from there. Search tight, dark, and/or warm places. If you cannot find your hedgehog, leave food and water out by the cage, they are creatures of habit and have great spatial memory so they will come back to the cage.

​
Bedding: I use fleece for all my hedgehogs. Appropriate bedding includes paper bedding like Care Fresh or Yesterdays News, compressed pine pellets, compressed paper pellets, and aspen shavings. Cedar shavings should NEVER be used as it can cause respiratory problems. NEVER use puppy pee pads or grass carpets/mats, your hedgehog could tear it easily (burrowing animals like to shred things) and ingest the plastic, sometimes puppy pads have absorbents in them which expand when wet (like baby diapers). Sometimes products like paper shavings or pellets have baking soda in them, do not use these.

          Tip: Mites: Shavings and paper come with the risk of mites, which is treatable, but preventable. There are 2 prevention methods. Freezing for at least 24 hours (must be a deep freezer, regular freezers usually don't get cold enough) or oven bake about 2 inches deep in a pan at 200 for an hour. Always bring your frozen or baked bedding back to room temp before putting in your enclosure.


Temperature: Hedgehogs require warmth, but not too much, or they try to hibernate/aestivate either is lethal to the African Pygmy Hedgehog. 72-80 F is optimal, some like it on the lower end of that range and some like it on the higher end. You will need a ceramic heat emitter (CHE) bulb and a dome light (at least 8", 10" is better) with a ceramic socket (not plastic). Do not use a red reptile light, blue/black light, or regular light bulb. You will also need a thermostat so that your che will turn on/off as needed. Amazon sells all of this, or you can find them at your local pet store. External heaters can be used if your hedgie is in it's own room or you are comfortable hanging out at those temperatures, most humans are not. I do not recommend heating pads under the cage, this is a recipe for disaster on many levels. NEVER put a heat source directly in with your hedgie, you could cause a burn easily. More information on why temperature is so important can be found on page 14.
          Tip: Drafts: Where ever you put your cage or enclosure needs to be in a spot that does not get drafts, either from windows or air returns. If you use an external heater, make sure to place it so that it does not blow directly onto the cage.

          Tip: Summer: Depending on where you live, summer can become quite hot. This means that not only will you need a heat source, but you will also need a way too cool it down. DO NOT let your hedgie's cage get above 90 F. Don't run a fan or air conditioner pointed at or next to your hedgie's cage. There are many thermostats that will allow you to plug in a heat source and a cooling source and it will keep the cage at the temperature you set. If you have central air or a window ac unit, all you will need is the heat source.

​
Lighting: Hedgehogs are nocturnal but require periods of light and dark. Do not put your hedgehog's cage in direct sunlight. Make sure to provide them with a day/night cycle (typically 12 hrs light and 12 hrs of dark) a light on a timer or leaving your room light on during the day and turning it off at night will suffice. It's normal for babies (and even some adults) to get up during the day to eat or drink. Babies will still sleep most of the night away as well, getting up to explore or run periodically then taking a nap. Do not make your heat source and your light source one in the same, they still need to be warm with the lights off. More information on why light cycles are important can be found on page 14.

          Tip: Nightlights: Don't use a nightlight, black light, red light, funky party light that changes colors, etc. Your hedgehog will not appreciate your efforts to make them look cool at night. They will be less active without total darkness.

​
Exercise: Hedgehogs REQUIRE a wheel to run on as a part of their normal, healthy lifestyle. Hedgies are known and recorded to run in excess of 5 miles per night. The only type of wheel I recommend is a bucket wheel, at least 11" in diameter. Carolina Storm Wheels and other bucket wheels can be found on Etsy as well as Facebook groups. Do not use metal wheels, wheels with seams, wheels with sand paper, wheels with covers or carpet, wheels with holes, or saucer wheels, none of these are the right size or safe for hedgehogs. Toes have been lost and feet  and spines have been injured using the wrong wheel.

​
Furniture: Hedgehogs need things to hide in. Cuddle sacks, fleece cubes, igloos, tubes, pvc pipe (at least 4"), other wood or plastic hides can all be used. It's best to get a variety and offer them choices, some hedgies have a preference.

          Tip: Climbing: Whatever you decide to put in your hedgie's cage, make sure they can't climb onto it to prevent injury and escape attempts. Keeping hides away from the walls can help prevent bar climbing and escapes from open totes.

Staple Diet: My herd gets fed a custom mix of crushed high quality cat foods and Hedgehog Precision. I strongly recommend to avoid most foods labeled as "hedgehog" foods as they are full of filler and do not contain the correct nutritional content. Stick with cat kibble, it does not matter the brand, just aim for 30-35% protein and 10-15% fat. More protein or fat (no matter the source) than recommended can cause organ damage and diabetes. Watch out for fillers like soy, corn, wheat, peas, beats, grasses, meat byproducts, other fruit or veg, and the like. There is no kibble out there that does not include fillers, you just want them to be lower on the ingredients list, about 5-7 ingredients down. A mix of kibbles is ideal for variety. Hedgehog Precision is the only "hedgehog" labeled food that I have found to meet the correct nutritional requirements. They make excellent quality, correctly sized kibble, with appropriate density. Currently they offer their Standard formula, Weight Control formula, and High Calorie formula. Hedgehogs can become obese easily if overfed, which can lead to a number of health problems and even an early death. Hedgehogs only require roughly 1 to 2 tablespoon of food per day, plus live insects. A small food bowl will suffice for your pet’s needs.

Nutrition

Insects: You cannot rely on your staple diet to give your hedgie its total nutritional needs. Feeding them cat kibble is better than hedgehog marketed food, but it's still formulated for cats. Hedgehogs need chitin which is their fiber and that is found in insect exoskeletons. Hedgehogs eat bugs, period. If you can't or don't want to feed your hedgehog insects, then it is clearly not the right pet for you. Live insects are of course best, but they also come canned and dehydrated. Contrary to popular belief, canned and dehydrated insects do not loose all of their nutritional content during processing, but it is diminished. Dehydrated also comes with extra cons like constipation, impaction, and dehydration of your hedgehog. You also need to understand the nutritional content of each insect you plan to feed. They all have their pros and cons, but most importantly watch out for the calcium to phosphorous ratio (Ca:P). Hedgehogs need a ratio of 2:1 minimum, most insects are the opposite, where the phosphorous far outweighs the calcium. This is why it is important to "gut load" your insects with calcium rich foods, dust them in calcium powder, or dust your hedgie's food in calcium powder. Cat kibble will contain calcium and black soldier fly larvae contains more than 2:1, so both of those will help offset the other insects' terrible ratios, but not 100%. You can read about why Ca:P is so important on page 14. It is also better to feed your hedgehog a few insects (10-20) everyday vs a large load once or twice a week. If you would like to learn how to farm your own insect colonies. For each readily available insect’s nutritional content, download the Insect Nutrition file from the website (https://www.pixiepetsindiana.com/hedgehogfiledownloads).

          Tip: Wild Caught: Do not feed your hedgie wild caught insects. Most insects from outdoors come with the risk of parasites of which they are only intermediary hosts for, meaning the goal of the parasite is to end up in a larger creature that will eat the bug. Some insects may have also been exposed to pesticides, you never know. During outdoor play, it is not the end of the world for your hedgie to scarf up a bug or two so don't fret, just don't actively seek out bugs from your yard for them to eat.

Supplements: If you can't, don't, or won't feed your hedgie insects, at the very least you should supplement with cricket (aka chitin) powder. You should be supplementing your live feeders with calcium rich foods or calcium powder (the kind used for reptiles, any brand). Exotic Nutrition makes a multi vitamin powder for hedgehogs called Hedgehog Booster, however I don't follow the recommended dose and only use it once a week. Hedgehog Precision also makes an Appetite Support powder which is meant to encourage your hedgie to eat its food and should not be used long term. You may find that you only need some of these supplements or none of them at all, each diet plan and hedgehog's metabolism will be different. 

​
Variety: Just as variety is important for a human's diet, so too is it important for your hedgie's diet. You can add variety by once a week giving your hedgie plain scrambled eggs, pinky mice, day old chicks, plain cooked chicken breast, plain cooked fish, wet cat food, even jars of plain meat baby food, etc.

​
Fruits and Vegetables: Hedgehogs do not have a cecum, which is a section of the intestines (between the small and large). This is where enzymes that break up plant fiber are produced. From absolutely every study I have read thus far, vegetation has been found in the stomachs and feces of wild hedgehogs, but mostly whole (undigested) and the majority of it grass. Vegetation can be used to add bulk to stool if needed but nutrients are not utilized from it. That being said, it is not that they can never eat fruit or veg, but too much can cause problems like constipation and impaction. Please reserve any fruits and veggies for occasional treats only (once a week or less) and not part of their everyday diet. If you are feeding insects or supplementing chitin powder, they get will be getting all the fiber they need. Never feed any hard or dehydrated fruits or veggies, always cook or rehydrate or you risk pieces getting stuck in your hedgehog's hard pallet and choking.

Foods to Avoid: There are foods that your hedgehog absolutely cannot have. You can download the Foods to Avoid file on (https://www.pixiepetsindiana.com/hedgehogfiledownloads).
Water: There is much debate over bottles vs bowls, here at Pixie Pets I use custom made water bottles with chicken nipples. Using spring loaded water bottles could cause chipped teeth and tongue injuries, while not extremely common, it does happen often enough that it is an unnecessary risk. Water bowls are perfectly acceptable, with the water being changed every day.

          Tip: Bowls: Get a bowl that is heavy enough that your hedgie cannot tip it over (they are stronger than you think). Set it in the corner or next to a cage wall. Make sure you put it away from any soft fabric hides or fleece items, water will get wicked up in the fabric quickly and you don't want your hedgie sitting in cold wet all night.

          Tip: Bottles: If your hedgehog is constantly biting their water bottle, it is usually a sign that the flow of water is not fast enough and you risk dehydration and tooth damage, it would be wise to switch to a different bottle or a bowl.

Hygiene

Foot Baths: In the wild, a hedgehog will poop and pee as they run about. In captivity this means pooping and peeing while running on their wheel. This causes what we like to call "poop boots". Daily foot baths can be given to get rid of poop on the feet. A small plastic shoe box container, tupperware, or the sink is really all you need. Fill it just enough with warm water so that it covers the feet but not deep enough to soak the belly. Let your hedgie run around for a few minutes in the water until the boots melt away. Don't leave them too long as the water will cool quickly.

          Tip: Baby Wipes: Unscented sensitive skin babies wipes can also be used if the feet are not too bad and just need a quick cleaning. Baby wipes can also be used on quills to reduce odor and prolong the time between needed baths.

​
Full Baths: Full baths should be reserved for really dirty hedgies, aim for once a month as needed. Only use hedgehog branded shampoos or baby wash (not shampoo). I use Aveeno baby wash, with about the amount you would use to brush your teeth on a soft bristled tooth brush. Baths dry out the skin, so adding oil and oatmeal to the bath can help prevent this. I use jojoba oil and put the oats in pantyhose or similar material. Fill up the sink or tub with warm water to just below chin level of the hedgie. Some hedgies love water, most do not. Some hedgies hate it so much that self preservation goes out the window and they will ball up mid bath even if that means aspirating or drowning. Always fully supervise bath time.

          Tip: Warmth: Never let your bath water get too cool. When bath time is over, towel dry your hedgie, do not use a blow dryer. If your hedgie balls up because bath's suck, it will be difficult to get their bellies dry, which means they might get too cold. For my stubborn hogs, I wrap them in a towel and use hot hands under a layer or two of the towel and we just go have some bonding time until they're ready to stop being mad at me. Be careful, hot hands can get hot enough to cause burns, do not put it directly on your hedgie and do not leave it under your hedgie in the cage. Never put away a wet hog.

​
Sand Baths: African Pygmy Hedgehogs are native to the savannas of Africa, in the wild they clean themselves by rolling in sand. As domesticated animals, this instinct does not always carry through, but it's worth it to try. If you decide to try sand baths, all you need is regular play sand or something of a similar granule size. Anything smaller than that can cause respiratory problems. Do NOT use chinchilla dust, it is way too fine. If they take to the sand, you will see them rolling over in it and yes it will get everywhere! Most playsand will come prewashed, but I wash mine anyway. To wash sand, you rinse it in clean water, stir it up and dump off the top water with the fine particles in it, keep doing this until the top water dumps crystal clear. It is easiest to do this a little bit at a time. I also bake my sand to kill any germs, same as with bedding 200 degrees for an hour.

​
Dry Skin: Hedgehogs tend to have dry skin, this can lead to quill loss and ear tatters. Frequent baths make this worse. You can add a few drops of oils to their food once or twice a week to prevent this. You can use flax seed, vitamin e, jojoba, fish, or coconut. I use a combination of flax seed and fish oil in food. You can also put oil on their skin, but be very careful doing this, too much can cause fungus and clog pores. I use jojoba and viatmin e in a cuticle pen as a brush on for really dry hedgies. You can also try raising the humidity in your hedgie's room with a humidifier.

​
Nail Trims: Hedgehogs need their nails trimmed about once a week or at the very least once every two weeks. You can do this by using baby nail clippers, cuticle trimmers, or cat claw clippers. Hedgehogs have a quick, which can be hard to see, cutting into it will cause bleeding. Your vet and some groomers can also provide this service if you find it too difficult. There are many tips and tricks to accomplish this on the internet and youtube.

          Tip: Bleeding: You may want to buy styptic powder for your first aid kit. You can find this at your local pet store or online. If you should happen to cut the quick, dip a q-tip in the powder and apply to the cut quick. If you don't have any styptic powder, you can also use corn starch or flour in a pinch. Applying pressure until bleeding stops can also be done.

          Tip: Waiting: Don't wait too long between nail trims, your hedgehogs nails should not be curling back on themselves or touching the pads of the feet. The quick will also grow out when nails are left to grow long, if this happens, you will have to trim even more often to get the quick to shrink back down.

          Special Note: In the future, I might decide to offer this service to my local customers for a small fee, if there is enough interest.

​
Cage Cleaning: Keeping your cage clean will go a long way to keeping your hedgehog clean. Spot cleaning and wheel cleaning should happen every day or every other day if things are not looking too bad. This means picking up all the poo and food all over the floor. I clean my wheels everyday or two with a mix of 50/50 vinegar and water and paper towels. Full cage cleans should happen once a week. This includes washing all bowls and the wheel as well as changing out any bedding and fabric hides. Regular soap and water can be used to clean totes or the bottoms of metal cages as well as wheels. Be careful washing wheels, getting the bearings wet will cause them to rust. It is also important to never wash anything that is for your hedgehog in your kitchen sink or where food is prepared. For all fabric items, I use Arm & Hammer sensitive skin free & clear in the washer on cold with a cup of white vinegar and a quarter cap of Nature's Miracle laundry boost. Whatever, however, and whenever you decide to clean, DO NOT use heavily scented products or hard chemicals, hedgehogs have very sensitive noses.


Litter Training: I highly suggest a litter box, this will go a long way towards keeping your daily cleaning to a minimum and keeping your hedgehog cleaner overall. My babies get litter boxes as soon as they are separated from mom, however this means that they will most likely come to you not fully litter trained. It is up to you to continue training or not. You can buy a corner litter pan made for small animals (don't get the rabbit ones, they're too big), make sure to remove the slotted tray that comes with it. You can also just get some cheap tupperware from the dollar store that's about an inch or so high (like sandwich size). If you are using bedding other than fleece, fill the litter box with an alternate bedding type. I use paper pellets for litter. After your hedgie does it's business, put the poo in the box. Put the box where the hedgie is most often urinating. Don't clean the litter box for a little while, if you do need to clean it remove the oldest poo and keep the freshest stuff in the box. Once your hedgehog starts using the box on their own, you can move it to where you would like and start cleaning it regularly. It's pretty easy to litter train a hedgie, just know that they will still go elsewhere sometimes and still probably go on their wheel, rare is the hedgie that stops running to go use the potty! Avoid clay litters, clumping litters, cat litters in general, I would also advise not to use shavings as your litter material, all of these can get stuck in nether bits.

​
Odor Reducers: Hedgehogs are not very stinky compared to other animals, but they still have a slight smell, especially if you wait too long to clean. They can also get poo stuck in their quills. On top of using a 50/50 mix of vinegar and water for my daily wheel cleaning, I hang diy bags of activated charcoal in the cage where they can't reach it. In between full clean outs, I also use Nature's Miracle cage odor eliminator spray in the cage, on the bedding, and on the fabric items. You must take out the hedgehog and any food dishes, water bottles or bowls, and chewable toys for 10 minutes.

          Tip: Air Purifier: You might find it beneficial to purchase an air purifier for odor control, especially if you have multiple hedgehogs or multiple other pets too.

Zoonotic Diseases: Like many other animals, hedgehogs can pass on to you (or other pets) or receive from you a number of diseases. These diseases include but are not limited to : salmonella, ringworm, rabies, tuberculosis, foot-and-mouth disease, herpes, aids, etc. Immunocompromised people will always be more susceptible and at higher risk. Most of these diseases are primarily found in wild hedgehogs, but any hedgehog can pass or receive them. Always practice good hygiene by washing your hands before handling your hedgehog to protect your pet (they will chew/bite/lick your fingers if they smell something foreign) and to always wash your hands after handling your hedgehog in order to protect yourself. If you have multiple pets, always wash in between handling, cleaning, feeding, or other tasks before taking care of the next pet's needs. If you have young children, supervise closely as they will put whole poops and unclean fingers in their mouths.

          Tip: Salmonella: 2020 has not only seen the novel Coronavirus, but we have been seeing an increase in the number of Salmonella outbreaks from pet hedgehogs. The CDC has asked breeders to help educate the public about the dangers of Salmonella and how to properly protect yourself. Since hedgehogs literally wear their poops and pee, you should follow these guidelines: NEVER kiss your hedgehog and keep them away from your face. DO NOT touch your eyes, ears, nose, or mouth before washing your hands. If you have a fresh cut, open wound, or hang nails, wear gloves to handle or clean. You can get a fecal test for Salmonella done by your vet, it would be easy to do at checkups and should be done periodically as they can be asymptomatic carriers. 

          Tip: Covid 19 (SARS-CoV-2): Unfortunately, there has yet to be any studies done on hedgehogs and if they can pass or receive Covid. What we do know is that Covid is zoonotic, so far the CDC has listed cats, dogs, multiple species of big cats, hamsters, fruit bats, tree shrews, minks, ferrets, and multiple species of monkeys as being able to be infected with Covid from people and/or in the lab. Cats, fruit bats, hamsters, minks, and ferrets can transmit to other animals of the same species. Lab mice, ducks, chickens, and pigs showed no infection in lab settings. There hasn't been a study done yet on animals passing Covid to people. We do know that there are many SARS viruses out there, they are also zoonotic and we know some of them can pass from people to animals and vice versa, not just within a species. We also know that hedgehogs have sensitive respiratory systems and this is a disease that is particularly hard on the lungs. This means that if you have Covid, please take proper precautions for your hedgie (and all your pets). Designate  1 person in the household to be caretaker, wash hands often, handle as little as possible, wear a mask when cleaning, etc.

​
Hives: It is very common to get what we call "Hedgie Hives". This is not actually a rash or allergy. Hedgehog quills are like little needles, when they poke you they get dirt and nasties in the outtermost layer of your skin, sometimes deeper, this is what causes the hives. They can be itchy and irritating, but they will go away. In general, the dirtier your hedgehog is, the more likely it is to cause the hives. If your reaction is lasting for more than a day, you are probably experiencing an actual allergic reaction and should seek out medical attention.

Enrichment

Cage Clutter: Hedgehogs may need a lot of space to run around, but they like that space to be full of stuff. You can do this buy giving them tunnels made of fleece or plastic, 4" pvc pipes and elbows.

​
Safe Toys: These include things like ping pong balls, fleece pom poms, yarn pom poms (inspect for loose fibers often), crinkle balls (get the undyed ones or the color will bleed if wet), natural fiber balls (usually made with plants like jute, straw, seagrass, etc), tp tubes slit down the side (supervised play only), mint sticks (supervised play only), fleece strip tents, fleece braids, rubber toys like duckies, small stuffed animals (watch out for loose threads and wear).

​
Unsafe Toys: Toys with any of the following are unsafe: Holes, slits, foam, feathers, fabric other than fleece, loose threads, balloon streamers, small plastic bits (like things made for sugar gliders), hanging toys, ladders, stairs, bridges, ramps, hammocks.

​
Dig Boxes: Hedgehogs love to dig, providing them with a dig box will help keep them from digging under fleece liners and in litter boxes. A dig box can be made out of pretty much anything and filled with almost anything as well. It could be a simple cardboard box filled with fleece strips or poms, even rocks that you can throw a few insects into and watch them hunt! Please remember to sanitize your rocks, this can be done via boiling, baking, or freezing. Cardboard will also need to be replaced often as there isn't a way to keep it clean.

​
Outdoor Play: Always make sure that the temperature is appropriate and that it is not wet outside. NEVER leave your hedgehog unattended, they can be very fast! Watch out for predators, especially birds of prey, they can and will snatch up your hedgie. DO NOT use a leash or harness for your hedgie, these restrict the quills and can cause injury.

​
Playpens: Playpens are an excellent way to provide entertainment and exercise for your hedgehog, indoors or out. Playpens come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and styles. If using outdoors, I would recommend getting the kind that have tops. Make sure you get a playpen that can withstand a headbutt from a hog without collapsing and that is not climbable. Even though your hedgehog is contained, you must still supervise, they can still potentially escape. Always inspect your playpen for any damaged or weak areas each time before use.

​
Exercise Balls: Exercise balls are a debatable topic for hedgehogs. Whether you use one or not is entirely up to you. If you choose to use one, you need a large ball, I use the 15". Always ball proof the room you will be using it in, block off all stair ways and remove anything that can be knocked over. I would advise to make sure your hedgie's nails are recently trimmed. Limit time in the ball to less than a half hour. Some hedgies refuse to run in a ball, some love it. Since the ball has slits in it, the possibility of injury does exist, I only use a ball with adults. Always supervise play in an exercise ball.

          Tip: Tracks: There are tracks that you can buy for exercise balls that are a great way to keep your hedgie contained while still enjoying the ball.

          Tip: Poo: A hedgie will still poop and pee in a ball. I find it easiest to just clean it as it happens with a paper towel or wet wipe before they get a chance to run off and track it all over. Sanitize the whole ball after each use.

Behavior

Solitude: Hedgehogs are solitary animals. They do not want or need friends. If you have more than 1 hedgehog, you will need a complete separate setup for another. Most hedgehogs will fight each other violently, resulting in injury or death. Sometimes hedgehogs can become bonded to each other, females are easier than males but if you don't know what you are doing, you should not attempt this.

          Tip: Playtime: This holds true for playtime as well. Your hedgehog does not want to play with another hedgehog.

​
Bonding: Young hedgehogs require lots of attention in order to become socialized with their owners, try to aim for an hour a day. When babies go home they are in the process of quilling, which means they are in a lot of discomfort as they gradually lose their baby quills and have adult quills growing up through their skin. Your baby will have some grumpy days and that's ok, just keep at it. I strongly recommend using cuddle pouches and bonding bags all made from fleece. There are many good options to choose from on Etsy and among Facebook groups. Even a hoodie worn backwards with the hedgie in the hood, or worn in the pocket of the hoodie will suffice. Bonding is easier when it is closer to their awake period, but you can still hold a sleeping hedgie during the day while watching tv or surfing the net or wear them in a bag while cleaning the house, it all goes towards building trust with your hog.

          Tip: Negative Reinforcement: Never use negative reinforcement on your hedgehog, it will only teach them to fear and dislike you. Always reward them for unballing or performing a "trick" or learned behavior.

​
Quilling: Hedgehogs quill several times which is painful and can cause acute grumpiness. Oats in baths can help sooth irritated skin, go easy on the scrubbing of the quills during this time. If your hedgehog is loosing quills and is not growing new ones in, there is something else going on and you need to see a vet.

          Tip: Shedding: Your baby hedgehog will go through several quillings. Your adult hedgehog will shed occasionally and you may see a few quills in bedding or fall out during play/bonding time. Some hedgehogs quill up to a year, it is extremely rare for a 2 year or older hedgehog to quill.

          Tip: Sweeper: You should invest in a good sweeper, quills end up all over and stepping on them isn't pleasant!

​
Defensive Behaviors: When threatened, your hedgehog will roll into a spikey as hell ball. This might happen while holding, so don't drop it! Hissing and huffing usually denote mild irritation, popping and clicking usually occur when your hedgehog is more frightened or feels more threatened. I even have 1 hedgie (new to the herd at the time of this writing) that growls. Headbutting is your hedgehog's way of attacking, they can do this to you, other hedgies, inanimate objects, it's all fair game when they're cheesed off. Biting as an attack is usually a last resort, but can happen. Make sure that when your hedgie bites, it is not for anointing purposes and try your hardest not to react in a negative way.

          Tip: Jump Scares: When your hedgehog huffs, they will most likely jump (usually towards the direction of the touch). Try really hard not to react like you're watching a thriller and don't jump as well. This will go a long way towards building your confidence with your hedgehog and building trust from them.

​
Anointing: Hedgehogs have a unique behavior called anointing. Signs of impending anointing are heavily sniffing the air (called the flehmen response), lip and jowl licking, licking objects and fingers, and ultimately biting. After chewing on the scent they make a spit paste in their mouths, fold and contort themselves in weird positions (sometimes accompanied by whole body shaking that looks like a seizure), then they plop that foamy spit paste on their quills. If they have anointed with fruits or veg this can leave a colored foam. Do not be alarmed if you gave your hedgie strawberries and they later look like they could star in an 80s scream queen flick.

Vocalizations: Hedgehogs don't just make noise when scared, they have a range of vocalizations and each is used for a specific reason. Hedgehog Bottom Rescue has a collection of recorded sounds that European hedgehogs make (http://www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk/sounds/noises.php). The sounds you will here from your African Pygmy Hedgehog are close to if not exactly the same.

          Tip: Dreams: Hedgehogs are believed to dream and subsequently have nightmares. There is a variety of anecdotal evidence reporting snoring, restless legs, and the dreaded scream of death. I myself have had 1 scream from a sleeping hog.

​
Private Time: Prepare yourself... hedgehogs masturbate. Both genders will perform this dirty deed, however the evidence left behind by girls is usually nonexistent while the boys will usually leave you a mess. The easiest way to deal with this is to clean it as soon as you notice it, if left to dry it can be very difficult to remove.

​
Body Language: Hedgehogs exhibit a multitude of body language. You can download the file Body Language courtesy of Prickle Pack Hedgehogs showcasing a wide range of body language and it can help you figure out just what your hedgie is feeling or communicating. (https://www.pixiepetsindiana.com/hedgehogfiledownloads)
          Tip: Sploots/Splats: If you see your hedgehog splooting/splatting, check and make sure they are not too warm. You can provide your hedgie with a "cool side of the pillow" by adding a plain (or fancy) ceramic tile away from the heat source.

          Tip: Fun Extras: Hedgehogs also fart, yawn, and do full body stretches.

Memory/Ability to Learn: Hedgehogs have memory and are able to learn simple "tricks". Much like a mouse or rat, a hedgehog can run an obstacle course or maze. This is both a blessing and a curse. When you frighten, scare, or hurt a hedgehog, they will remember it. When a hedgehog learns how to escape a cage or palypen, they will remember it. When a hedgehog learns that it gets treats for doing certain actions, they will remember it. I play a game where I lead my hedgies around the floor with a worm in my fingers and they have to catch it, now I don't use the worm and the game is still played. Basically this allows me to lead my hedgies where I want them to go without startling them, all I have to do is drag my finger on the floor or out of their hide or whatever the case may be. I do make sure to still give them a reward in the end, or the new learned behavior will be leading equals no treats. This also means that if they hate nail trims and bath times, even being held, if all goes well, eventually they will learn that all of these things aren't bad and they won't fight it. This is also why hedgies get stressed when moving or when their furniture is drastically changed, because it's not as they remember. I've seen many instances of hedgies picking up a learned behavior, give it a shot some time, make a silly game like pushing a ball to a designated spot or make a little hedgie obstacle course, just have fun with it.

Handling

Confidence: Don't be afraid of your hedgehog, that fear will translate to them, handle with care and confidence. They pop when scared which makes you pop too and that takes time to learn to ignore. Always use gentle but firm pressure, not only does it feel better for them, it will be less ouchy for you.

Scoop: Start off trying to pick up your hedgehog with a scooping motion with both hands flat on either side of the hedgie. Keep their feet feeling secure on your flat hands.

​
Back Holds: As cute as it is to see a relaxed balled hedgie, don't flip them on their backs to make them ball up in the beginning. Let your hedgie settle in and get comfortable with you before you start doing this. They may go into a fully tightened ball and that's going to hurt. They will feel entirely safer with you if you support their feet in an upright position.

         Tip: Butt Hold: When you feel you are both ready to try a back hold, put your palm on the lower back of your hedgie and then pull/move your hand down a little to the butt. This will ensure all the quills are laying flat and if your hedgie decides they don't like it, you will be less likely to get pricked by a tightened ball. Most hedgies are also more comfortable in this "sitting" ball than fully on their backs. Some hedgies don't want to be on their backs at all and will flail their legs and squirm to turn over, do not fight this, just let them do what they will do, you can keep attempting this hold and they may eventually let you hold them this way.

​
Hissy Fits: Never put your hedgehog down if they are balled up and acting grumpy, getting them to unball and behave themselves before releasing will teach them that being nice will get them what they want, which is usually put down. I play a "pick up, put down" game with my grumps, use the scoop method, remain close to the floor, wait for them to unball, then when all the theatrics are over, let them walk off your hands and onto the floor. I do this a handful of times in a row, then give them a break and usually a treat, and if it's going well do it a handful more.

          Tip: Wheelbarrow and Bounce: If your hedgie will not unball to be put down, tip your hands slightly forward (not too much or they will roll off), you can even bounce your hands slightly, this will usually put them in what is called the "wheelbarrow" position where their front legs will come out to touch the ground and you can then let them walk off your hands.

          Tip: Tickle Spots: So far, every hedgehog in my small herd has a tickle spot, I am convinced they all have one, you just have to find it. Try rubbing the quills in a localized circle until you find a spot that makes them flatten out, squirm, or involuntarily bring their head out of their ball. Do not abuse this magic! You can use this spot for when they are being the most stubborn to get them to unball, it is especially helpful for nail trims, bath times, and taking medicine.

​
Scruffing: If your hedgehog has relaxed quills and is comfortable with you touching their back, they can be scruffed. The proper way to do this is to put your thumb and fingers on either side of the hedgies back at the shoulders and gently but firmly squeeze and pull up the excess skin. You are not aiming to have the two sides of skin touch each other (like scruffing a cat), there is too much fat and muscle in the way. DO NOT scruff at the neck (like you would a cat).

​
Petting Quills: I find that the easiest way to get a hedgehog to let you pet down the quills is by taking baby steps. I start at the butt and get them use to the sensation, sometimes I stroke down and sometimes I just gently pat like burping a baby. When I feel we're ready, I move up the back and start from there, then move up again at the shoulders and start from there. I tend to stroke the sides with my thumb while holding a sleeping hedgie, especially if they are side sleepers. I save trying to touch visor quills for last. Some hedgies don't make it past shoulders and that's ok, head pats are not for everyone.

​
Petting Faces: You should be able to pet your hedgie's chin without much fuss, especially if you hand feed treats. You should attempt to pet the rest of the face after your hedgehog has stopped throwing hissy fits at you when you pick them up. Always use 1 finger to pet the face, start at the nose and gently rub up the nose bridge between the eyes to the forhead and up the visor quills. This may cause visor quills to lower and/or cross. If the visor remains lowered, you can do the same motion and gently push the visor upwards. Never try to touch the face approaching from above the visor, this is just going to cause them to hiss and pop. Once you have that mastered, you can try to touch other areas of the face, ears, cheeks, chins.

​
Belly Rubs: Start by holding your hedgie and when you put them down, raise your fingertips and let them rub against the belly as your hedgie walks off your hands. Do this everytime you put them down to get them used to the sensation. Once your hedgie doesn't run off your hands like they're on fire, you can try to flip them onto their backs and touch the belly this way. Not all hedgehogs will allow you to touch or rub their bellies, some of them just don't like it.

​
The Purse String: The orbicularis panniculi is the muscle that allows a hedgehog to roll into a ball, it's like tightening a purse string. It is located at the edge of the quill line where the hair starts. Touching this will typically cause a hedgehog to ball up. After your hedgehog is comfortable with you and allowing you to pet them, you should start training this touch. Every time you put your hedgie down, raise your fingertips slightly so that they brush against this muscle as your hedgehog walks off your hands. Be mindful, this might cause your fingers to get trapped in a ball, which will probably cause them to get pricked. Gently but quickly pull your fingers out, your hedgehog will probably try to tighten up further with this action and you can feel how tightly they can squeeze that muscle ring. Don't be surprised if your hedgehog never lets you touch this area.

Physiology and Health

Scientific Classification: Kingdom: Animalia. Phylum: Chordata. Class: Mammalia. Order: Eulipotyphla. Family: Erinaceida. Genus: Atelerix. Species: A. Albiventris.

          Tip: Order: Hedgehogs used to be in the Order Insectivora but are now in the Order Eulipotyphia. This order is still made up of insectivorous mammals. Hedgehogs are not rodents (Rodentia) as they do not have constantly growing incisors.

​
Life Span: Domesticated hedgehogs typically live 4-6 years, with some reported to live 8-10 years. Hedgies are fully grown around 6-8 months about the equivalent of an 18 year old human. 2-3 years is mid life and you might see some health changes and decreased activity. 4-6 years is senior and anything over 6 is geriatric.

​
Physical Characteristics: Aside from the obvious quills (roughly 3,000 to 5,000 of them), African pygmy hedgehogs have front feet with 5 toes and back feet with 4 toes, shallow set eyes, a tiny tail, and long whiskers. The have 36 teeth in general, but can have 44, they are pointy but blunt and include incisors, canines, molars, and premolars. Hedgehogs also have what we call a "reverse mohawk" which is a bald spot on top of their heads that allows them to cross their visor quills. They have claw-like toenails on the front feet and longer squared off toenails on the back. They walk on the pads of their feet like a cat or dog, but the pads are soft. Every hedgehog I've ever seen has a single mole on their chin, sometimes with long hairs growing out of it (I don't know if the mole is always present or just highly probable). Hedgies come in a variety of colors, mask patterns, and body markings. Until recently, no one had done any research on genetic colors for hedgehogs. Thanks to the wonderful work of Judith Bos over at The Hedgehog Program (THP), we now have a comprehensive and predictive color guide (https://thpregistry.com/color-guide/?fbclid=IwAR2ukIU_sTfQeL47lfZu4v_aRA8dDtWh0ZOVe5H9wOcyPBA6QPwoQa3t4Ls).

​
Boy or Girl: Hedgehogs can be sexed as soon as they can be held. It is easy to tell boys from girls, boys will have a "belly button" which is actually a sheath for the penis. Males have all of their reproductive bits on the inside just like females (sometimes the testicles can appear distended (swollen) making it look like your hedgehog has developed tumors behind his legs, but it's probably just that and nothing to worry about).

          Tip: Sexual Maturation: While a female is sexually mature at 6 months, she can get pregnant at any time and because she is not fully developed yet, this will cause a lot of problems for her and any young. Males are mature around 4 months, but can impregnate a female as young as 6 or 7 weeks. Never, ever, ever house males and females together at any age for any length of time. The same goes for "play dates", just don't.

​
Senses: Hedgehogs have poor eyesight, they see outlines of objects, only see in cream and brown, and while they have excellent binocular vision, they have poor depth perception. They have excellent hearing and smell and this is how they primarily navigate. There are many many blind hedgehogs in the world and they manage just fine, I myself have a one eyed pirate!

          Tip: Aromatherapy: Because a hedgehog has an acute sense of smell and a propensity for respiratory issues, it is advised that you do not use fragrances, candles, sprays, or oil warmers. If you choose to use any of these, please know that essential oils such as tea tree and eucalyptus are toxic to hedgehogs. I would avoid anything with cedar as well.

​
Healthy Weights and Body Shapes: Hedgehog weights are tricky, your hedgie can be healthy at 300g or 500g, you should still monitor for ups and downs, but what's more important is body shape. Hedgehogs come in a few shapes that I will now compare to vegetation: cucumber, pear, apple, etc. What's important is that no matter your hedgie's natural shape, that shape doesn't get distorted like a funhouse mirror. If your hedgie is a round apple, don't let it become a cantaloupe, if you've got a cucumber, don't let it become a butternut squash. Ok, all fruit jokes aside, if your hedgie can't roll into a ball with its head tucked in, it's obese and that can cause a wide range of issue. If your hedgie is slimmer in the butt than the shoulders with hip dips, it's anorexic, which is usually (not always) a sign of an underlying problem.

​
Digestion: Hedgehogs have a very short digestive tract, it takes 12-16 hours for anything ingested to come out the other end. As a comparison, it takes humans 24-72 hours. Don't be surprised if you find green poop every once in a while, especially when a hedgehog is stressed due to a move, when bringing home for the first time, or when changing the diet. Green poop is actually poo mixed with stomach acid, your hedgie has fast tracked whatever it was digesting and thus green poop is born.

          Tip: Cecum: Hedgehogs do not have a cecum, which is the part of the intestines that digest plant matter. You can read more about that on page 3.

​
Hibernation/Aestivation/Torpor Attempts: Strictly speaking, torpor is a period of extreme metabolic reduction due to changes in body temperature, water balance, and light cycles. Hibernation is a prolonged torpor brought on by cold periods, while aestivation is a prolonged torpor during hot and dry periods. European hedgehogs hibernate for about 4 months, it is thought that wild African pygmy hedgehogs enter brief states of torpor during heat waves and drought. Hibernation is about survival of the species, not the individual, every wild animal that is capable of hibernation does not make it out of hibernation. Domesticated hedgehogs should not hibernate/aestivate. If your hedgehog gets to hot or too cold it will attempt a torpid state. Inappropriate light/dark cycles can also trigger an attempt. This is very dangerous and could result in the death of your hedgehog. If you notice your hedgie becoming lethargic, not eating or drinking, having trouble walking, the first thing you need to do is check the temperature and feel it's belly. If the belly feels cool to the touch, start warming them up immediately but slowly, do not put them in a direct blast of hot air. Never put them in water to warm them up. Hot Hands are perfect for this, or put them under your shirt, belly to belly if you can. If you cannot bring your hedgie out of the attempt, seek veterinary care immediately. Monitor your hedgie closely for the next few days to a week, I would advise to set their thermostat a few degrees higher and leave it there, they are now more likely to trigger torpor easier. Attempts can also have lasting ramifications by compromising your hedgehog's immune system.

​
Diseases/Ailments: Hedgehogs can develop a wide array of aliments, illnesses, and diseases. They are very good at masking their symptoms and pain, so catching things early is difficult. In general, if your hedgehog has stopped eating, drinking, peeing, or pooping, or has become lethargic or unresponsive, take it to the vet and get to the source of the problem. Some common issues are: Tooth decay/chipping, ulcers, cankers, tumors, cancers, diabetes, respiratory infections, skin infections, ear infections, fungus, toe/foot injuries, eye displacement, eye infections, eye injuries, neurological disorders, stroke, seizure, arthritis, metabolic bone disease, and many more.

          Tip: MBD: Metabolic bone disease can be prevented by always feeding the correct Ca:P ratio. Phosphorus binds to Calcium and if there is not enough free calcium, it will take it from the body causing brittle bones. More information on correct Ca:P ratios can be found on page 3.

          Tip: Injuries: The most common injuries for hedgehogs are of the eyes, feet, and teeth. 90% of these injuries are avoidable/preventable. Please be a responsible pet owner and do everything you can to maintain proper care, equipment, and nutrition to ensure you don't have any accidental injuries.

          Tip:Spay/Neuter: There is no reason to have a hedgehog spayed or neutered as a preventative treatment. This type of operation is used only when absolutely necessary as it carries a lot of risk for hedgies. A prolapsed uterus, uterine or testicular cancer, etc, would be examples of when this surgery would be necessary.

​
Depression: Hedgehogs can suffer from depression, signs of depression include lethargy, not eating or drinking, self mutilation, bar chewing, cage clawing, running in circles around the cage or an object, etc. Make sure your hedgie has adequate space and enough enrichment. You can find information on cage requirements on page 1 and information on enrichment on page 8.

​
Quills: Hedgehogs can get misshapen quills from time to time, this is nothing to worry about and unless it is poking the hedgehog or irritating them in some way it is best to leave it alone to shed naturally. Hedgehogs can also get ingrown quills, these you will likely have to tease out and pluck with tweezers. They may bleed a little when doing so. Hedgehogs can also stab or pierce their own ears and eyes, if an ear is pierced, try to remove the quill from the ear and dab the ear with an antibacterial wash if needed, if an eye is damaged seek veterinarian care immediately. While hedgehog quills do not have nerves or blood inside them, you shouldn't cut, trim, or otherwise purposefully damage them. No only are quills a hedgehog's main defense mechanism, but they are full of small air chambers and help keep your hedgie insulated as well as absorb shock from falls. If you can't deal with a spikey potato, don't own a spikey potato.

​
WHS: Wobbly Hedgehog Syndrome is a progressive degenerative neurological disease that causes complete paralysis and ends in death. WHS is thought to be genetic, viral, bacterial, even nutritional, but not enough research has been done to confirm any of this. There is no cure for WHS, there is also no test for WHS. The only way to confirm WHS is a necropsy, which is a dissection and microscopic examination for brain lesions after death. WHS typically occurs sooner rather than later, usually around 2 years, but can be seen around 1 year, any younger is rare, any older is extremely rare. It often starts with ataxia (loss of full control or paresis, muscular weakness) in the hind legs and progressively moves its way upward. Typically onset of symptoms to death is 18-24 months, it is not a fast progression. If you see any sort of muscle weakness, dragging hind legs, walking in circles, etc, seek veterinarian care immediately. Your vet should want to do a full exam and extensive tests for all possible other illnesses before diagnosing WHS without a necropsy. WHS while devastating, is rare, occurring in only an estimated 10% of all domesticated hedgehogs in North America.

          Tip: Similarities to WHS: There are many, many, many diseases that can mimic symptoms of WHS, even something as simple as an ear infection. If you or your vet suspects WHS, have them run full tests for other possible diseases. If you get a diagnosis of WHS from a vet without ruling out other diseases, consult another vet for a second opinion.

          Tip: Necropsy: If you suspect your pet of dying from WHS or your vet has diagnosed WHS and your pet died, you must follow a few steps if you would like to have a necropsy performed. Put your deceased pet in a zip lock bag and into the refrigerator (DO NOT freeze). Call your veterinarian and make sure they can perform a necropsy before showing up. If your veterinarian can't perform a necropsy, they may be able to send out to have it done or there are online resources that you can overnight ship your pet to with instructions on how to do so.

​
Pests and Parasites: Hedgehogs can be infested with mites, fleas, ticks, and parasitic worms. These can all be prevented with proper hygiene and food preparation. Information on preventing mites can be found on page 1. Fully cooking meat and clean cultured insects will prevent internal parasites. When you buy live bugs from the pet store, immediately change the bedding they come in to a clean (pre-treated via deep freezing) source of oats, wheat germ, etc. If allowed outdoor play, inspect your hedgehog for fleas and ticks. Common canine fleas do not usually infest hedgehogs, but there is a hedgehog flea common to where there are wild hedgehogs. North America has no native hedgehogs and therefore no native hedgehog fleas. If you find fleas near your hedgie or in their cage, they will most likely be feeding on you or your other pets and breeding in your hedgehog bedding or litter box. The medication given for mites is the same medication given for fleas, so whether you think you have mites or hedgehog fleas, the prescription is the same.

          Tip: Pests in Cages: The most common thing you will see (especially in late summer/early fall aka harvest time) is gnats/drain flies/fruit flies and house flies/green bottle flies. The easiest way to combat any and all of these flies is to daily spot clean and keep things dry as all of these flies are attracted to any kind of moisture. If you are struggling with these pests, hanging fly traps in the room (not your hedgehog's cage), setting up gnat traps, and window sprays are great options.

​
When to see the Vet: It is my advice that you should always take your hedgehog to the vet for any lump, bump, injury, or wound. Anytime your hedgie stops eating, drinking, peeing, or pooping for more than a day. Prolonged torpid attempts. It is recommended to have a preventative checkup once or twice a year. Please also do your own research, there are great vets and there are horrible vets, unfortunately you won't know which one you have until its too late unless you do your own self educating.

          Tip: Vet Locations: The Hedgehog Welfare Society has an extensive list of Exotic Vets that treat hedgehogs (http://www.hedgehogwelfare.org/veterinarians.asp).

​
Vet Fund: It is important to note that Hedgehogs are considered exotic animals and thus need exotic vets which comes with exotic prices. It would be wise to set aside an emergency vet fund, I would recommend $500 to $1000. If you can't afford a vet, there are usually credit options and there are organizations that can help. There is also insurance specifically for hedgehogs. Please contact me if you have purchased a hedgehog from me and cannot afford your vet care.

          Tip: Surrenders: The Hedgehog Welfare Society has satellite locations all over the US, if you must surrender a hedgehog or find one in need of help, you can contact them for assistance (http://www.hedgehogwelfare.org/contact.asp).

Medications: Many medications commonly prescribed are considered "off label" because they are not tested for hedgehogs. This means that even if a medication seems harmless for a cat, it could be potentially fatal for a hedgehog. Whatever medications your vet decides to prescribe for your hedgehog always ask questions like: what are the potential side effects and how common are they? what are the risks of overdose? are there safer alternatives? Always research the medicine yourself before administering it to your pet, remember that google is free and your vet is not infallible, even the good ones.

​
Home Remedies: While there are a number of things you should see a vet about and you should at least consult with your vet before beginning any home treatment if not taking your hedgehog in to the vet, there are a limited number of things you can do at home to nurse a sick hedgie.

          Heat: Always raise your heat settings a few degrees if your hedgehog is ill. This will help keep their immune system strong enough to fight things like infections and such. Recommendation is 80-85 degrees.

          Pumpkin: Your hedgehog should be pooping everyday, multiple times a day. If your hedgie hasn't had a bowel movement, try giving them a small amount of canned plain pumpkin. Pumpkin works as a laxative for hedgehogs. If your hedgie still doesn't poop, seek immediate veterinarian care.

          Manuka Honey: While all honey gets most of its antibacterial properties from the hydrogen peroxide it contains, Manuka honey made from bees that pollinate the manuka bush in Australia and New Zealand has higher concentrations of the antibiotic compound methylglyoxal (MG) than all other honey. This is mostly used topically to treat infected wounds, or as an infection preventative for wounds and ingrown quills. You can also feed manuka honey in very small amounts for infections. There is a medical/veterinarian grade manuka honey that you should be able to get from your vet with instructions on how and when to use it. If your vet can't supply it, anything labeled over 10 UMF is considered strong enough to be effective.

          Polysporin: This is an antibiotic ointment sold at your regular pharmacy. This can be applied to shallow and minor wounds. Only use the regular kind, not the extra strength or anything with pain relief. Neosporin is a similar ointment, but there have been reports of terrible side effects and even death when used incorrectly. Never use this on your hedgehog's face and do not get it in the eyes. Use with caution.

         Antibacterial Wash or Soap: You can use this to flush out a fresh cut or wound to prevent bacteria and infection. Always rinse with clean water afterwards and dry completely. DO NOT ever let a wound or cut remain wet, you must take steps to always keep it dry as it heals.

          Protein Boosters: If your hedgehog is struggling with nutrition, you can give them Ensure, Boost, PediaSure, Critical Care Carnivore by Oxbow, etc. DO NOT give them the chocolate flavors. Again, please consult your vet before use as they will be able to tell you the best dose and frequency.

          Pedialyte: If your hedgehog has stopped drinking and becomes dehydrated, you can give them a solution of 1 part pedialyte to 1 to 3 parts water. Simply replace their regular water with this solution. If your hedgehog is not drinking on their own for more than a few days, seek veterinarian care immediately.

          Styptic Powder: This can be used to stop bleeding, primarily for accidental nicks to the quick while trimming toes. Apply a small amount onto a q-tip and use the q-tip to apply to the wound. More can be applied as needed, always dip into the bottle with a fresh q-tip.

          Mite Treatment: There is a recipe out there for the treatment of mites. I do not have it nor do I use it so I cannot attest to its effectiveness. I am not against alternative treatments for pest problems, I very much preferred them for my other animals, I feel the same about my herd. Chemical treatments are highly toxic, they have to be by their very nature, that means there is risk involved in their use. If there is an alternative, I will take it every time. Mites are very easy to avoid/prevent, you can read more about that on page 1. In the event I ever do get mites I will be hunting down the recipe and trying it out. If it shows to be effective I will list it here and recommend. I have seen diatomaceous earth used on the hedgie and in the enclosure. I have used it myself on larger animals and in my own carpet (for fleas). However, I would not recommend using it for a hedgehog (or any small animal) as the powder is too fine.

          First Aid Kit: Other handy things to have in a first aid kit include: q-tips, dull tweezers, tiny scissors, gauze, multiple sizes of oral syringes, flashlight, magnifying glass.

          Your Own Two Eyes: You should be inspecting your hedgehog everyday when you get them out and when you put them back in their cage. Hedgehog diseases progress quickly, one day they will be/look fine and the next day they have a lump the size of a golf ball on their back (not even joking). Look for anything odd, swollen, redness, anything hot to the touch, blood, loose teeth, tattered ears, sores on feet, signs of self gnawing, human hair wrapped around feet or nether bits, ingrown quills, loose or damaged/deformed quills, excessively dry skin, excessive ear wax, eye damage. Make sure that your hedgehog is eating, drinking, pooping, and peeing everyday.

​
Emergency Caretaker: It would be wise to talk to someone about being an emergency caretaker for your pet in case something should happen to you. Write up a care guide of all the products you use and things that you do everyday, what vet sees your pet, etc. Remember to update it periodically as things change and leave it somewhere obvious or let them know where it is.







